Tumors of the neuron series presenting as cysts with mural nodules.
Two cases of tumors of the neuron series presenting as cysts with mural tumor nodules are described. This radiographic and surgical aspect may be observed in astrocytomas, meningiomas or ependymomas, whereas it is more rare for neuroblastomas and ganglioneuromas. There are not CT features which allow to differentiate cystic tumors of the neuron series from the other cystic tumors. The finding of cyst with enhancing mural tumor nodule and unenhanced wall is more favorable from a surgical point of view; the complete removal of the nodule with preservation of the reactive cyst wall results in the cure of patients with ganglioneuroma and ganglioglioma and in good long-term survival in those with cerebral neuroblastomas.